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Introduction

The purpose of the Materials Selection and Collection Policy is to provide guidelines to the library staff to be used in the selection of materials for the library.  The McLouth Public Library will follow the laws of the State of Kansas in implementing this Materials Selection and Collection Policy.

Every effort is made to provide a balanced collection that meets the recreational and educational needs of the community.  The collection will promote no causes nor favor any viewpoints.  The library will welcome any suggestions from the public for items and subjects to be included in the collection - the library is for use by the whole community and it is intended that the collection reflect the community.

I. Library Collection Objectives

· Reflect the mission and roles of the library
· Meet the information needs of the community
· Meet the recreational needs of the community
· Supplement formal and informal study
· Reflect a variety of opinions (minority & majority) on a subject without favoritism
· Serve as an informational resource for economic, cultural, recreational, and civic activities in the community
II. Library Collection Selection

Responsibility for the selection of material rests with the library director with input from staff and the public. The director operates within the framework of this policy in making selection decisions. 

Factors considered when selecting materials include: 

· Present collection composition 

· Collection development objectives 

· Interest and demand 

· Timeliness of material 

· Intended audience

· Accuracy of material

· Authority of author

· Reputation of publisher

· Price of material 

The following may be used in selecting materials: 

· Current Library Catalog

· Booklist (Review Journal)

· Library Journal (Professional Periodical)

· Bestseller lists

· Patron demand 

Responsibility for determining the appropriate use of material by minors rests with parents and legal guardians, not library staff.  This includes use of the Internet.

Some of the criteria used in selecting materials cannot be applied to Internet access.  The Internet is an entity that cannot be completely controlled.  The library cannot be held accountable for information provided via Internet. 
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