
McLouth Public Library        
COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE POLICY

Patrons of the McLouth Public Library may use a computer provided for public access for one hour per day.  This one hour session may be extended to a total of three hours per day if others are not waiting.  Printing from public access computers will be charged at the rate of 15 cents per page for black and white and 35 cents per page for color.

The Internet is a global electronic network that provides access to ideas, information and commentary.  The McLouth Public Library provides public access to the Internet in keeping with its mission to provide recreational, cultural, educational and reference information materials and services.  Users must comply with the United States copyright law, United States and Kansas statutes, and all other applicable laws.

The library is concerned for the safety and security of users who access online information.  The library has no control over the information on the Internet and cannot be held responsible for its content.  The restriction of a minor’s access to the Internet is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian.  Parental permission is required for use of the library Internet computers by children under the age of eighteen.

Using library computer workstations in an inappropriate manner or for illegal purposes is prohibited.  Members of library staff are under no obligation to monitor library workstation usage.  When, however, a member of the library staff determines that a patron is using a workstation in an unacceptable manner, any or all of the following consequences may apply:

1. Immediate termination of the Internet session.

2. Additional suspension of computer use or other library privileges.

3. Notification of appropriate law enforcement officials.

Patrons shall not access or exhibit inappropriate matter on library Internet workstations.  Inappropriate matter is defined as the following:

1. Access or exhibit obscene material on library computer workstations.   

      Disseminating or exhibiting obscene material is a crime in the state of Kansas.     

      (See K.S.A. 21-4301 as amended).

2. Access material or computer-generated images deemed harmful to minors.  

      (See K.S.A. 21-4301a and K.S.A. 21-4301c, as amended).

3. Use the library computer workstations in a manner that allows them to possess  

      a computer-generated image that contains or incorporates sexual exploitation   

      of a child.  (See K.S.A. 21-3516, as amended).

Additionally, patrons shall not:

1.  Participate in email, a chat room, or instant messages that use information that  

      is obscene as defined by Kansas law.

2. Attempt to gain unauthorized access to any data, computer, or network.

3. Disclose, use, and/or disseminate personal information that could threaten or create a vulnerability for a minor, for any other person, or for the library.

4. Copy materials that are copyright-protected without permission of the copyright holder unless the proposed use falls within the definition of “fair use.” (See United States Code, title 17, Section 107).

In compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), all computer workstations will have filtering software installed.  This technology is not reliable and the library cannot be held responsible for prohibited information that may be displayed or for useful information that may be blocked. 
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